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reason.  It must also lead to the extraction and 
beneficiation of minerals, involve observable 
activity and use appropriate operable equipment.  
Generally, if adequate housing within a 
reasonable distance is available the occupancy is 
not justified (unless property must be protected). 
 
BLM has four types of enforcement actions it 
takes under the regulations found at 43 CFR 
3715.  These include 1) immediate suspension, 
2) cessation order, 3) notice of noncompliance, 
or 4) other (if the occupancy is not incidental to 
mining, an application for use under another 
regulation may be required, and trespass under a 
different regulation may be pursued). 
 
 
Mineral Minerals 
 
Congress set aside minerals that cannot be 
reserved by a mining claim, but can be 
purchased from the government on a per ton or 
per cubic yard basis.  These are known as 
mineral materials or common variety minerals, 
and include such things as sand, building stone, 
gravel, pumice, cinders, and clay.    
 

BLM’s policy is to make mineral material 
available to the public and local governmental 
agencies whenever possible and whenever it is 
environmentally acceptable.  Mineral material is 
sold to the public at fair market value, but is 
given free to states, counties, or other 
government entities for public projects.  A 
limited amount may also be provided free to 
non-profit groups.  Materials obtained free of 
charge cannot be bartered or sold.  Occasionally 
an exclusive sale or an exclusive free use permit 
will be issued.  This gives a person, corporation, 
or entity the exclusive right to remove material 
from a particular location.  Before they are 
opened, all sites must have an approved Plan of 
Operation, a Reclamation Plan, and 
environmental analysis.  In some cases a 
reclamation bond is required.  Mineral Material 
sales and management is conducted under 43 
CFR 3600.   
 
The DFO currently maintains eight mineral 
material sites listed in Table 27. Combined sales 
from all these sites tends to be relatively low; 
however, these sites provide a valuable public 
service by providing mineral material within a 
close proximity of where they are needed.   

 
Table 27.    BLM Mineral Material Sites in the Planning Area 

 
Material Location Available Material Acres 

Silver Star  Rip Rap, Borrow 40 
Small Horn Rip Rap 40 
Rochester Rip Rap 34 

Laurin Gravel 40 
Camp Creek Decorative Stone 208 
Badger Pass Gravel 40 
Sheep Creek Rip Rap 10 

Lima Sand and Gravel 40 
Note: “Acres” represents acres within the project boundary or collection area and does not 
represent acres disturbed.  Actual acres disturbed is usually much less. 

 
 
 
3.2.5  RECREATION 
 
Laws, Regulations, and Policies 
 

Recreation management on public lands 
administered by the BLM is authorized under 
and directed by the following laws, mandates 
and guidance: 
 

�� Federal Land Policy and Management 


